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Thesaurus 



 

• Data about data 

• Data about information 

• Meta? Data? 

 

Defining metadata 

A working definition: 
Structured information that describes, 
explains, locates or otherwise makes it 
easier to retrieve, use or manage an 

information resource or object 



Where is metadata found? 



Who uses metadata? 



Why use metadata? 

So information can be: 
• Findable 
• Trustworthy 
• Understandable  



Metadata makes 

information assets ‘findable’ 



Metadata makes 

information assets trustworthy 
 



 

Metadata makes information 

assets understandable 

 



How is metadata used? 
• Different metadata for different purposes 

• Metadata may be covered by one or more 

standards 

• Different applications of metadata include 
o Data management 

o Resource discovery 

o Geospatial description 

o Recordkeeping 

 

 
 



How is metadata used? 

The National Archives of Australia endorses two 

metadata standards for information and records 

management in the Australian Government.  These are: 

 

o Australian Government Recordkeeping Metadata 

Standard (AGRkMS); and  

o AGLS metadata standard (AGLS) 



What does recordkeeping 

metadata do? 



What does recordkeeping 

metadata do? 



Challenges 

• Often not understood 

• Quality 

• Manual v automatic 

• Interoperability 

• Re-use 

• Digital environment / full text search 






